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The Tyler County Historical Committee is serving as host to the
Texas State Historical Society Museum Convention which will be held
in Woodville, September 30 and October 1, 1966. Frank Taylor, of the
Smithsonian Institute, will serve as director. A tour of the historical
sites in Tyler County has been arranged as a part of the convention.
The John Henry Kirby Museum, a project of the Tyler County Committee, has been completed. The Museum is equipped with audio machines
which tell the story of Peachtree Village and the Old Kirby Chapel.
Old time music is played as a part of the stories, which helps the visitor
to adapt himself to early days in Tyler County.
The Tyler County history tour, which is held each March, has continued to be a success. The March 1966 tour was perhaps the most
successful of all the tours.
The Angelina County Historical Society has received a Texas Historical
Building Medallion for the Henry Havard Home which is located two
miles south of Zavalla on Farm Road 1270. Henry Havard, 1811-1877,
built the house in 1853 at Old Marion. The log house has been moved
recently to its present location and has been restored and furnished
with relics and furniture of the period.
The Havard House belongs to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Tatum and is the
only museum in Angelina County.
Dr. Gail Medford is the president of the Angelina County Historical
Society.
The Smith County Historical Society and Survey Committee continues
to be one of the most active county organizations in Texas. The Society publishes a newsletter and also nChronicJes," which is an interesting historical
publication and is well done. The fall issue of the nChronic1es" will
include an article by Howard Pollan on the Goodman family; an article
by Bob Hayes about Tyler's first Episcopal rector; a story of Indian
trials across Smith County by Elsie Wills; a story about the Army of
the Texas Republic and its war with Chief Bowles; and a picture of a
group of confederate veterans taken about 1900.
The monthly meetings of the society al"e well attended. The September
meeting ,,,iU involve a study of where the people who came to East Te.'"<as
came from and why they came to Texas. The society will soon have another book off the press and 210 copies have been reserved.
Jefferson continues to receive deserved recognition for its Jessie Allen
Wise Garden Club's program of restoration of historical buildings and
for its annual pilgrimage.
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In The Odessa American for July 17, 1966 Ed Syers in his column
"Off the Beaten Trail u calls Jefferson Hour Pilgrimage City." Syers, in
Wl"iting about Jeffers." on the Bayou, a publication of Rebecca M. Cameron and Ruth G. Lester says,

Historians Lester and Cameron modestly touch on the extraord.i~
n.:try effort by which Jefferson ladies saved their town. They scrubbed
to restoration ante-bellum splendor, [aic] showed it. Each spring,
Jefferson's home pilgrimage draws thousands, but you can visit any
day.
Today, the century-ago metropolis booms again. Flanked in beauty
by Caddo and Lake 0' The Pines, Jefferson on the Bayou is becoming a leisurely tourist mecca.
The Marion County Historical Survey Committee observed the week
of July 4 through July 10 as "County Historical Appreciation Week-"
July 4 was designed as HHistorical Beautification and Pioneer Day" and
the meeting was held at the Caddo Lake Camp of Dr. and Mrs. W. S.
Terry. Mrs. Terry is chainnan of the County State Historical Survey
Committee, and committee members supervised the planting of bluebonnet seed on the banks of the lake.
On July 5, as a part of «History Appreciation Week," the medallion and
interpretative plate for the Jefferson Museum W3S dedicated. The mu·
seum is ordinarily known as the Federal Building and Post Office. The
dedication ceremonies were opened with the Reverend Louis Knight giving the invocation. Mrs. W. S. Terry spoke on the imparlance of both
the RAMPS Program and the "History Appreciation Week" as designated by Governor Connally. Mrs. Jack Ballard, vice-chairman of the
survey committee, spoke on the history of the building and its uses.
A. K. Payne, President of the Marion County Historical Society, unveiled
the marker, and the Reverend William Heard gave the benediction.
The Jessie Allen Wise Garden Club has had the Jefferson Playhouse
(the old Jewish Synagogue) measured for renovation. A Catholic Order
built the building in 1869 or earlier and later sold it to the Hebrew Congregation who used it for many years. The building is now owned by the
Garden Club, and is used as a playhouse where the "Diamond Bessie
Murder Trial," a factual and legendary story of old Jefferson, is presented during the annual pi1grimage. The present project will likely
cost about $50,000 and the ultimate construction is expected to be near
$165,000.
Working under a United States National Park Service Grant, four
architectual students under the direction of Professor Willard Robinson
of Te.'{as Technological College are recording exact plans and measurements of ten historical buildings in Jefferson. The final detailed plans
of each of the buildings surveyed will be placed in the Library of
Congress. The project, and there are only three states where such
projects are active in 1966, is the culmination of nearly fifteen years
of steady effort on the part of the Jessie Allen Wise Garden Club
and Mrs. Dan Lester to secure this recognition of Jefferson, the Bayou
City.
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N ortbeastern Te..~as, for a time, was claimed by Arkansas as a part
of Miller County. For that reason some of the records of the area are in
Miller County. The Morris County Historical Survey Committee has gone
through some of the records of Miller County in search for records of
educational institutions of the 1840's which were located in what is now
Morris County. Deeds and records of several schools were found. One
of the early school of the county was Chapel Hill College which was
located in Daingerfield by the Marshall Presbytery of the Cumberland
Presbyterian Chlll'Ch and e:'Cisted under Presbyterian sponsorship from
1852 to 1869. The Thirteenth Te.xas Legislature authorized the Daingerfield school fl • • • to issue and grant certificates to the students of the
institution who complete the collegiate courses of study adopted by the
faculty . . ." In 1879 Chapel Hill was transferred to the Jefferson District of the Methodist Episcopal Church South and operated under the
name of liThe Jefferson District High School" until 1905 when the properties were transferred to the Daingerfield lndependent School District.
An official Texas Historical Marker for the site of Chapel Hill College
was dedicated Sunday, May 15, 1966.

J aho Manley Richardson, a distinguished East Te.."C8S teacher and a
major in the Confederate Army, came to East Te.'Cas from Georgia in
the 1870's. Major Richardson was a co-founder of Bowden College of Bowden,
Georgia. Bowden College was established in 1856 and closed its doors,
after the regular school term, in 1936. Much of the information about
Richardson which is now in the possession of the Morris County Historical
Society was obtained when residents of Bowden were planning a historical marker for the college site. Richardson attended the Citadel in
South Carolina, graduated in first place in a class of twenty-five from
the University of Virginia, was awarded a Bachelor of Science, summa
cum laude, from Harvard University in 1864, and in 1888 was the recipient of an honorary Ph. D. from Bowden University. Richardson was
the author of a number of books and articIesj some were translations
from French. Richardson taught in the public schools of Sulphur Springs,
Leesburg, Pittsburg, and Daingerfield. He died in 1898.
A Confederate Information marker has been obtained for Hussey and
Logan's Mill and Gin Factory, which \\'llS established in 1855 and went
out of business in 1897. Dedication services are being planned.
An official Texas Historical Marker has been erected near the site of
Spearmans Ferry on United States Highway 259 in south Morris County.
In 1870 the Te..xas Legislature authorized the toll rates that the Big
Cypress Bridge Company could charge for a toll bridge at the fonner
site of the ferry.

The survey committee is also continuing the work of listing cemeteries in the Count)'. James Thompson, a Revolutionary War soldier is
buried in the Daingerfield Cemetery.l John Peacock, a soldier of the War
of 1812 and son-in-law of Thompson, and William Peacock, the son of
John Peacock and a sheriff of Paschal County, Te.X88, along with two
soldiers of the Texas War of Independence, :Major William H. Moore and
Private John V. Cherry, are also buried in the Daingerfield Cemetery.
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The survey committee has made a copy of the 1841 tax rolls of Red
River County and the 1844 tax rolls of the "Southern Division of Red
River County," which from 1841 to 1842 was known as Paschal County.
The tax rolls of Paschal County, however, have not been fOWld.

A Restoration Award was presented to Mrs. W. C. Windsor of Tyler,
on June 20, 1966, for her restoration achievements in restoring "Rose-land," the old Hambrick House. The Hambrick House is fourteen miles
west of Tyler, in Van Zandt County.
John Ben Shepperd, president of the Texas Historical Stete Survey
Committee, served as master of ceremonies for the program which was
held on the front porch of the home. Mrs. Russell Laney of Wills Point,
chairman of the Van Zandt County Historical Committee, gave the weI·
come address, and Mrs. Dan Lester of Jefferson, a member of the Texas
State Historical Survey Committee, explained the significance of the
award.

The "First Lady of Texas" Mrs. John Connally presented the award
to Mrs. Windsor. Mrs. Connally praised the Te.~as Stete Historical Survey Committee for its efforts to commemorate restoration projects and
paid tribute to Mrs. Windsor for her achievement.
Mrs. Smith Reynolds and Mrs. Sam Bright of Tyler, granddaughters
of the late Burrell Hampton Hambrick who built the Hamhrick House,
were program guests. Hambrick built the house soon after he came
to Te.xas from Virginia in 1850.

The Bowie County Historical Survey Committee was one of ten counties in the state to receive the Distinguished Service Award in 1964 and
one of eight counties to receive the award in 1965 and with other winning committees was entertained by the First National Bank of Odessa
while at the state conference in 1965. The committee also made the
Quote Busters Club in 1965, the first year the Cluh was organized. It
again made the Quote Busters Club for February, 1966.
Bo\\o;e County was given five Centennial Markers by the Texas Cen·
tennial Commission in 1963. Since November of 1963. the Bowie County
Historical Survey Committee has erected nine Official Texas State Historical
Markers and four other sites have been approyed to receive markers.
In 1965, the Committee received a Confederate Stetes of America
marker for Harvey Sanders, who fought at Shiloh. Chickamauga and other
battles in the Chri] War. After being wounded twice, he became a guard
at the Confederate Wbite House.
When Richmond fell on April 3. 1866. Harvey Sanders wns selected as

an escort for the departing President, Jefferson Davis. Five weeks later
on May 10, near Irwinsville, Georgia. Federals captured him and his
party.
Harvey Sanders was released in a year. Later he came to Texas and
lived in Bowie County near New Boston until his death in 1925. He was
honored for years as the last man of the Davis bodyguard.
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The dedication ceremony for the Sanders marker was held September
13, 1965, with Mrs. L. M. Burch. chairman of the su!H:ommittee on
Historical Markers and Landmarks acting as master of ceremonies. Sen·
ator A. M. Aikin, Jr., introduced Lieutenant-Governor Preston Smith, who
gave the dedicatory address. l!.1rs. Dan Lester, Chairman of Region Five,
discussed "RAMPS." the State Historical Survey Committee's Program
for Texas. Mrs. Minor Davis, President of the Te.,>arkana Chapter of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy had charge of the unveiling
of the marker.
Mter the dedication ceremony. the mayor of New Boston entertained
the distinguished guests and members of the Bowie County Historical
Survey Committee with a luncheon.
On June 6, 1966, the Bowie County Historical Survey Committee dedicated a Texas Historical Marker for the Dalby Springs Methodist Church.
The first families to settle in what later became known as Dalby
Springs were the Benjamin Booth and Mrs. Annal Bullock Dalhy families
who came to Texas in 1836 and 1839 respectively. Church services held
at Dalby Springs after 1839 were at first held in private homes or under
an arbor built from trees. The first school house was built in the early
sLxties. The school building was used also for many years for :Methodist
Church services and other public gatherings.
The first church house was built at Dalby Springs in 1887 and it was
put together with square nails. The building is still in use. It has one
large room, with frosted windows, rounded at the top, and a long steeped
roof. A huge bell is at the back of the church.
One of the first ministers to preach to the early Dalby Springs settlers
was the Reverend H. M. Burrows. He was also a physician and would
not accept a fee for his church services.

County Judge Robert Dalby acted as master of ceremonies for the
dedication of the Dalby Springs marker and State Representative Bob
Bass gave the dedicatory address.
A marker for one of the oldest settlements in Bowie County, now the
thriving town of De Kalb, has been approved. David Crockett had the
honor of naming De Kalb.

The officers of the Bowie County Historical Survey Committee are:
Mrs. A. A. Forester, chairman; Mrs. J. R. Crowder, secretary-treasurer;
Mrs. L. M. Burch, chainnan, sub-committee historical makers-landmarks;
H. E. Fagan, chainnan, sub-committee finance; Mrs. H. W. McClure,
chainnan, sub-committee historical preservation; :Mrs. R. M. Davis. chairman, sub-committee history and touristj A. A. Forester, chainnan, subcommittee legislation.
Exnctly foul' and two-tenths miles south of Courthouse Square in
Jasper on the east side of Highway 96, the Jasper County Historical
Survey Committee has erected a directional sign:
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HISTORICAL MARKER
STEPHEN WILLIAMS, hero of the
REVOLUTIONARY WAR
2-1/10 miles
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Bradshaw graciously consented for the sign to be
placed on their property fronting the highway, but this was not only
because of their special interest-Mrs. Bradshaw is a descendant of this
veteran of three major wars. He fought in several battles of the American Revolution, he was in the battle of New Orleans after the War
of 1812, and he was in the battle of San Antonio with three of his
grandsons.
The sign is thn!e feet in width and four in length with black letters
on white background. The monument itself was erected in 1936 during
the Centennial and marks the old Williams homesite. It is located on
Walnut Run Creek about three miles southeast of Jasper in the Stephen
Williams Survey, Abstract No. 43, and was on the old Jasper-Belgrade
road. The present owner is Temple Industries. Mr. A. H. Snell, Commissioner of Precinct No. Three and Mr. Garland Bridges, forester for
Temple Industries, cooperated in building an all-weather road to the
site, and Mr. Bridges had an area of about five thousand square feet
around the marker cleared and grass planted. Temple Industries maintains the area.
By the way of answering an inquiry about the possibility of kinship
between the Samuel S. Lewis and Colonel William McFarland families,
early settlers of Jasper County, Mrs. F. L. Benthall, Sr., 2005 Bauer
Drive, Houston, Texas, 77055, sent the following information:
COLONEL SAMUEL S. LEWIS, EARLY TEXAN
Samuel S. Lewis, son of John and Sarah Lewis, was born in
Virginia, July 4, 1784. He was married to Sarah Lemaster, daughter
of John and Sarah (Vest) Lemaster on August 7, 1804 in Henry
County, Kentucky. She was born in Virginia March 12, 1785.
By or before 1806 Samuel and Sarah moved to Clark County,
Indiana. Sarah was a sister to James Lemaster who married Nancy
Kimberlin, and it is possible that Samuel and Sarah were at Kimberlin Blockhouse; this has yet to be proved.
We know the Lewis family remained in Clark County until after
1810, then moved to Orange County where Samuel laid out the town
of Orleans, Indiana. The original plat shoW's it was signed by Samuel Lewis and William McFarland on March 1, 1815 as owners of
the land. The Battle of New Orleans (January 8, 1815) was the
inspiration for choosing of the nnme. In 1965, Orleans, Indiana,
celebrated its sesqui-centennial. Their history records it to be the
oldest town in Orange County and states:
liThe first house was built by Samuel Lewis, and, as saw mills
had not yet found their way to this frontier, it was made of logs,
and was used as a tavern for several years, where the wants of
the weary pilgrims to this Western World could be supplied, and

160

Eaat Tezas Historical Journcd
where at night before a blazing fire they were beguiled with the
marvelous stories of the new country's wonders and adventure. In
1817 Samuel Lewis built the first brick building there."
During the War of 1812 Samuel Lewis' service has been difficult to determine. When his widow, then living in Newton County,
Te."tas, applied for Bounty Land she stated her husband's papers
had been stolen by Indians. She was elderly and her memory did not
serve her well. She knew her husband had served from the spring
of 1813 to tbe spring of 1814. Sbe thought perhaps his company was
cOllllTUlnded by Captain Zacharia Lindly (or Curry) in the regiment
under the command of Col. Wm. McFarland, or a Col. DePaw. It
is possible he was in Captain Craven's Company which was mustered
in for one years service May 1, 1813, or he may have served later
in the Indiana Militia. as many men did.
Le\\is and McFarland had many land transactions. We find that
on May 21, 1814, Samuel Lewis received a patent from the President
of the United States, and in Salem, Indiana, on March 3, 1815.
Samuel Lewis, Esq., of Washington County sold it to Wm. McFarland of Jeffersonville, Indiana, for $196.25. Other deeds show they
bought and sold property for several years.
Later both families moved to Louisiana where they sojourned
before entering Texas. Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, records show
Samuel Lewis sold all his remaining land in Orange County, Indiana, to his brother, James, on August 5, 1828. The Lewis' third
daughter, Anne, was married to Lewis Donaho while the family was
in residence in Louisiana. Marriage records show the ceremony was
performed by her father, Samuel Lewis, while he was Justice of
the Peace in Ouachita Parish, on February 3, 1831. His eldest son,
Martin B. Lewis, had established his family by this time and his
first born son, John Kenny Lewis, arrived in the same parish July
15. 1826.
The family moved to Tc..xa5 between the 1st and 5th of March, 1832,
as stated in the certificate of character dated January 20, 1833. Lewis
produced testimony that his servants and other property being in
Texas since January, 1830. The Alcalde was Wm. McFarland.
The McFarland and Lewis families continued their friendship after
the move to Texas as they are mentioned a number of times in the
McF81'land Journal which was kept during the years 1837 to 1840
by Thomas S. McFarland, a son of WilJiam.
A notation dated January 30,1837:

Ti8-ited Col. Lewis yesterday morning at Dr. Lawhon's-was pleased
to see the old gentleman--()btained some infonnation concerning the
acts of Congress, of which he is a member. He has presented. me
with a very handsome pipe of German manufacture, made of porcelain, gold, and Buffalo horn, and well finished in 8\"ery part. I
was much pleased with this handsome mark of friendship and token of
esteem,-Co1. Lewis left here for home this morning with Madam
Lewis.
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Texas State Library Archives:
Samuel Lewis sen'ed as Lt. Col. in Melton McQueen's Company
with Bullock as Colonel in the Battle of Nacogdoches, and was in
the Battle of San Antonio de Bexar in 1835 during the Texas Revolution.
He and his son received baunt)' land on Cow Creek for this service.
Sam Houston signed a grant for 1 2 league of land in Jasper County.
The Handbook of Texas. and Biographies of The Texan record that
Samuel S. Lewis was a delegate to the First Consultation, and a
Representative from Jasper to the First and Second Congress of
the Republic. He died during the second tenn in February, 1838.
Just this year (1966) there eame to light an old ledger kept by
)lartin B. Lewis, Samuel's eldest son, which gave the birth dates
and residences of his own and his father's families.
The children of Samuel and Sarah Lemaster Lewis were: Martin
B., January 13, 1 06; John T., February 14, 1808; Charlotte, May
28, 1810; Elizabeth, March 4, 1813; Ann, May 29, 1815; Wm. McFarland. )Iarch I, 18J7; )Ialinda, )farch 30, 1824; all in Indiana.
Another notation reads:
"Samuel S. Lewis, en. Died on his own Plantation in his own
Dwelling House in Jasper County, Te.'\':as, Feb. 10th, 9 Qc. A. D. 1838
being 53 years 7 months & 6 days of age."
Another: "Charlotte Harper Lewis, a daughter of Martin B. Lewis
& Nancy Lewis was born in Jasper County, Dec. 14, l835-Whilst
the taking of Bexar."
A complete list of the children of this couple is given in this old
ledger.
It also contains a rare document, "A Musterrole for Beat No. I,
Jasper County Texas, August 3, 1861. The names of Hancock, May,
Pace, are some of those listed.

• • •
The above is submitted for the interest of families in Jasper and
Newton Counties who may be descendants of early Texas families.
T am descended from Samuel Lewis through his third daughter Ann
who married Lewis Donaho. They left that area before the Civil
\Var and my mother never knew any of her people except her grandmother Ann Donaho who lh'ed until 1890. he died in Bexar County,
Texas.
I should like to e.."(change infonnation with anyone who has data
on these early Te..'\':as families.
Mrs. F. L. Benthall Sr.
2005 Bauer Drive
Houston, Texas 77055
What prompted the inquiry was the fact that Colonel Lewis named his
youngest son William )lcFarland. )lcFarland in turn had a son named
Samuel.
The Freestone County Historical SunTey Committee did not begin to
operat-e until 1963. Its first undertaking was to get pennission to mount
the Civil War cannon at Fairfield on wheels and present it at the Cen-
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tennial Commemorotion of the battle of :\lansfield. Louisiana, where the
gun gave gallant sen·ice on )lay ,1864. The gun, which for about forty
rears had rested on a block of concrete, was one of four which Captain
T. D. !'ettle of the famous Yal\'erue Battery brought back to Fairfield
at the close of the Civil Wa:r in!:"lead of tuming them over to Federal
authorities at Nacogdoches. On April I 196·" the cannon was the star
performer on the Centennial Commemoration program at :\Ianslleld.... ·ow
on its carriage, it again l"Csts on the court house grounds at Fairfield
with an official Texas Civil War )Iemorial Information ),Iarker beside
it. Cnptain T. D. Nettles' son, T. D. ~ettJes of )1 art, unveiled the marker,
which states that:
On February 21, 1862, the guns of McRae's Federal battery were
captured by the Texans under General Henry Hopkins Sibley at the
battle of Vah'erde, ~ew ~le.\:ico. In 1862, the Texans, with the captured guns, formed an elite battery of their own, manned b;r soldiers
picked from throughout the Sibley brigade. The)' named it the "Valverde Batter)'." Joe Sayers, later to be governor of Texas, and T. D.
Nettles were made captain and first lieutenant, respectively. In
1 63, Nettles became battery commander, the position he held until
the end of the war.
At the time the marker for the cannon was dedicated, two other
Civil War memorials were also unveiled. One is for Colonel William L.
)toody who organized and led into combat the first company of Confederates from Freestone County. The other is for Captain L. D. Bradley
who led twenty of his company, Com pan)' B, 2nd Battalion, \VauI's Te.\':as
Legion, and eighteen other men and recaptured the Railroad Redoubt
during the seige at Vicksburg, which was the only breach to that time
that had been made in the Confederate lines. )1rs. Mary Moody Northern
of Galveston, granddaughter of Colonel Moody and a gre.:'1.t niece of
Captain Bradley, later colonel, unveiled the two markers.
Three other Texas Ci"il War ~1emorial Information Markers have been
erected in Freestone County and are for Butler Soldiers' Homes, Reverend George Washington Baines, and General John Gregg.
Freestone Count)· was a leader in providing homes for entertaining
Confederate soldiers in transit between their homes and their militar)·
units. Two homes at Butler were among those most fa'·orably known in
Ute state.
Re"erend George Washington Baines, great grandfather of President
L)'ndon B. Johnson, resigned the presidency oC Baylor l:niversity at
Independence to become a war time pastor of Baptist churches at Fairfield, Butler, and Rehoboth in Freestone Count)·, and at Springfield, then
the county seat oC Limestone County. ~linutes of the Butler Baptist
Church show that Baines was called to the pastoral care oC that church
"on Saturday before the 3rd Sabbath in October, 1 63." In 1866, because
of bad health, Reverend Baines resigned us pastor of the churches and
moved to Salado. Melissa Ann Baines, mother of Reverend Baines' ten
children, died soon aIter he came to Freestone County and is buried in
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the Fairfield Cemetery. The wiCe of another fonner president of Baylor
University while the University was located at Independence is also
buried in the Fairfield Cemetery; Rebecca W. Graves, wife of Henry Lee
Graves, the first president of Baylor. Graves was also president of Fairfield Female College from 1859 to 1870.
John Gregg, in whose honor Gregg County was named, came to Freestone County (rom Alabama about 1 54 to practice law. He became a
civic leader, district judge and in 1 61 represented Freestone County in
the Texas Secession Com·ention. He was one of seven Texans sent to
represent the state at the Provisional Congress of the Confederacy, in
:\lontgomery, Alabama, and went with that body to Richmond. Virginia,
as a Confederate congressman.
He returned to Freestone County to raise a regiment, the Seventh
Texas Infantry, and was its first colonel. In 1864, he commanded the
Texas Brigade, and was its first colonel. The Texas Brigade had once
been commanded by General J. B. Hood. Gregg was killed leading the
Texas Brigade near Richmond, October 7. 1 64.
During 1965, th Freestone Count)' H istol'ical Survey Committee placed
historical building medallions on Stewards Mill CountT)' Store and Harmony Church at Stewards ;\li1l (seven miles northeast of Fairfield), and
on the Dr. Emmet Headlee house, first residence built in Teague in 1906.
In ~Iay of 1966, the owner of the old Freestone County jail, built in 1857,
ad\'ertised it for sale. The old jail was to be torn down for the handmade brick with which it was built. The Sun'ey Committee organized a
drive for $5,000 to purchase the building for a museum. About $7,500
has been raised to date and the building will be restored and will become
the Freestone Count)' Historical :\luseum.
The Harrison Count)' Historical Society will continue for the third
year the publication of the "Historical Herald" under the editorship of
Eugene Spl1Jell. The "Herald" has created wide-spread interest. and is
mailed monthly to more than 200 members and subscribers.
The Historical un-e)' Committee erected an official state marker at
the entrance to the Old :\Iarshall Cemetery. Il notes these historical
personages buried there: Governor Edwllrd Clark; Confederate Brigadier
Generals Walter P. Lane and Horace Randal; and John T. Mills, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Republic of Texas.
The Harrison COUnty Museum acquired earl). in the summ l' as a gift
from the city the old :\Iarshall fire alarm bell. Weighing 900 pounds and
2 inches indiameter, it was purchased in 1 77 b)' local \'olunleer fire
compan.ies, the Salamanders and the Stonewalls. AIter almost fifty years
of silence the old bell rang out on the Fourth of July, 1966, in a city.
wide bell ringing program commemorating the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
The :'1useum during the first six months of 1966 registered over 1000
\'jsilors. ~tany were from out of lown and out of state. Touring the museum has pro\'ed very popular with student and other groups.
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Retired Federal Judge T. Whitfield was the honored speaker at the
June meeting of the Historical Society. This picnic meeting was held
at t.he Josephine Davidson :\temorial Chapel deep in the woods of northeast Harrison County. Judge Davidson erected the chapel a number of
years ago to honor his mother.
The Hunt County Historical Society I'('centlr 1"e-eledcd Fletcher Warren as president for another year; General Hal C. Horton as vice-president; :\Irs. Ed :\1. Jones, recording secretary; :\Irs. Norine P. Morris,
treasurer; ~Irs. R. L. Jones, reporter; and W. Walworth Hardson,
curator and correspondent.
Under President Warren's leadership the study of local history, as
related to adjacent counties, has been continued. Judge Truett Mayo,
County Judge of Van Zandl Count)., was a recent speaker on this theme.
He was the sixth representati\'e of a county adjoining Hunt to address the societ)T. The others ha\'e been from Collin, Fannin, Delta, Hopkins, and Rains. Two more counties are yet to be heard from in tlle
series, Kaufman and Rockwall.
The society has also been favored with a paper by Dr. \V. E. Sawyer
of the History Department of East Texas State Vniversity. He discussed
"East Te.\'::lS Cnder Binion." This was another chapter in the history
of the l:nh'ersity being written by Dr. Sawyer, who is an active member of the society. Other members doing noteworthy historical work are
former society president, Dr. R. L. Jones and Mrs. Jones, of Commerce.
Dr. and Mrs. Jones have collaborated in a number of well documented
Tex"as history articles appearing in EUlft TezuR Hi8torical JotlT1Ial. Soltthweatenl Historical Quarterly and other publications. Dr. Jones is the
former head of the History Department of East Texas State University.
President Warren represented the society at the three-day symposium
in Houston on historic presen'ation and restoration.
Through its affiliated agency, the Hunt Count)' Historical Surve)' Committee, markers ha\'e recentl)' been placed honoring Judge James Hooker
of Hooker Ridge; the Harrell Camp Ground, early religious camp meeting site of the pioneers; and St. Paul's Episcopal Church, now the oldest church building in Greenville. Two more markers are being processed
for later dedication. W. Walworth Harrison is chairman of the Count)T
SunTey Committee.
Emma Haynes, of the archives committee of the Polk County Historical Survey Committee, was made the historical research chairman when
the committee decided to collect the history of the county and of pioneer
families for publication in two volumes. )liss Haynes had written a history of Polk Count)· in 1936 and has wanted to revise it. She attempts
here to tell how she and others went about collection of this material:
Perhaps the primar)' and most important step was the work of
the county chainnan and the local newspaper and radio stations in
keeping the activities of the committee, and its aims, before the
public, which aroused interest among many who later were of great
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assistance in the project. Questionnaires were mailed out to both
present and former residents of the area, about half of which were
returned with pertinent information. The first volume of County
Deeds was read and many notes were made to get the general settlement of the county and names as a basis for further research
on family histories. Capable people were asked to write their own
family histories. This saved time and work for the committee and
also kept the family histories from being stereotyped as they were
allowed to write in their individual styles, with no form to follow.
Planning, replanning, and more planning cannot be overemphasized.
Tnterviews included questions on economic, social, and religious life
of the people. Much of the information thus secured will be used
in the general histor}". Index cards have heel! kept in a purse so
that they would be readily accessible when someone was contacted who
could furnish information or who could refer me to someone who
could. The local paper published a list of one hundred and fifty families, requesting names and addresses of descendants. Five of the
replies pro\'ed most valuable. Other research was made of all records (e.xcept criminal) in the Polk County Courthouse; deed records
of adjoining counties; early minutes of churches in the county; obit·
uaries; the history of the Masonic Lodge; material given or loaned
to the archives of the local museum; census records and old Texas
Almanacs in the Houston Public Library; and census records and
other material in the East Texas Room of Stephen F. Austin State
College library.
Delta County has been awarded two Texas Historical Building Medallions. The Medallion for the Chapman House reads as follows:

PRE-CIVIL WAR HOME, BUILT
ABOUT 1858; RESTORED IN 1880.
FOUNDATION IS OF NATIVE BOIS
d'ARC BLOCKS; SET AND CAPPED
WITH HAND-HEWN SILLS.
THREE 20-FOOT ROOMS HAVE
FRONT PORCH DOOR ENTRANCES.
KITCHEN IS 20 BY 20 FEET.
RESIDENCE REMAI 'ED IN
CHAPMAN FAMILY UNTIL 1954.
RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK, 1956.
The second Medallion was for the First National Bank Building:

FIRST NATIONAL BANK.
OLDEST BANK IN DELTA COUNTY.
FOUNDED 1889 AS PRIVATE FIRM
OPERATING IN A GROCERY STORE.
CHARTERED AT A NATIONAL BANK
IN 1891. ERECTED TH IS B ILDING
1909, AND IN 1925 MERGED WITH
GUARANTY STATE BANK. HAS HAD
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GROWTH A~D PROSPERITY.
THE FOUNDER, WM. J. ~lcDONALD
(1844-1926), AT HIS DEATH LEFT
A GREAT FORTUNE TO ESTABLISH
AN ASTRO 'O~lICAL OBSERVATORY OF
THE FIRST ORDER-THE ~IcDO~ALD
OBSERVATORY, IN WEST TEXAS.
RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK, 1966.
CO~TINUAL

Miss Ruth Read Eppner, of Palestine, has submitted the following
article about earl), Anderson County and her grandfather and grandmother .....ho were early settlers of the county. :\Jiss Eppner's grandmother, Susan S. Scott, married Judge John Byler Mallard in Mississippi
on :\larch 15. 1844, and Mallard and his wife came to Texas and settled near Fort Houston in 1845, and moved to Palestine in February
1846. John Byler MalJard was the first attorney in Palestine, was a
member of the Fifth Texas Legislature, the second Chief Justice of Anderson County, and assisted in taking the first census for Palestine in
1848. This census shows:
White families

Number of whites

Negro slaves

3
7
4
5
4
4
5
4
6
5

3
3
1
S
2
0
3
4
1
0

Mrs. White

4

0

Galloway
Fowler
J. Ratcliffe
Other residents Ii\·ing near
Palestine

3
5
3

0
1
0

80

10

142

31

Mallard
Tuggle
Reeves
Joost
~lcClure

Grigsby
DeBard
Jowers
Jasper
J. C. Ratcliffe

After Te..xas became a state in the United States, a wave of immigration came to Texas from the United States, and Anderson County consisting of 1,088 square miles, on July 13, 1846, was separated from
Houston Count». The county seat was also changed from the original
site, Fort Houston to Palestine which was in the center of the county.
The Parker family, a prominent family in the county. ga'·e the name
Palestine to the new county seat in honor of t.heir native town Palestine,
Illinois. By 1850 Palestine was said to have had two thousand population.
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The first courthouse in Anderson County was a frame building on the
northeast corner of the square. This building was replaced by a brick
structure in 1866-56 costing $6,000.00. In 1872 the county voted $150,000.00
in bonds as a subsidy to secure the International and Great Northern
Railway. These bonds were paid off by 1892. In 1880, a new jail was
constructed which cost $2~,OOO.00. In 1885-86 a third courthouse was
erected which cost $40,500.00. The present Courthouse was built in 1913-14
at a cost of $250,000.00 and a new jail was constructed in 1931-32 at a cost
of $60,000.00.
The Mallards, in the meantime, had purchased twenty-one blocks in
"Old Town" Palestine. and thus acquired valuable property. The Mallards had seven children, the oldest, 1\lrs. Bettie M. Oder, was a teacher
in Palestine for forty-six years. In 1848 the :\laUards built their
home using slave labor and this home, which is still occupied and is
now owned by Mrs..Maggie Miller and her family, Mr. and Mrs. Forrest
Bradberry, is one of the oldest homes in Palestine.
Judge John Byler Mallard, Judge William Alexander and Judge John
B. Reagan had formed a partnership by 1852 when Reagan ran for

district judge. Judge ~fallard died in 1854. and on ~Iarch 8, 1857 Judge
William Alexander and Susan Scott Mallard were married, and immediately left for Rusk on their honeymoon. A so-called bridal party
accompanied the bride and groom to Rusk. The bridal party included
the editor of Palestin.e Adl'ocate who wrote an account of the trip. A
few miles out of Palestine, one of the buggies broke down and the
occupants of t.hat particular buggy had to return to Palestine in a
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borrowed buggy, the other buggies of the party continued and reached
the Cherokee Hotel in Rusk by six o'clock in the evening. The party
after a dinner at a private home a few miles out of Rusk on )fonday
evening, returned to Rusk and spent the night at Bracken House.
The editor in his account deS<.'ribes Rusk in 1 57, and ends his story
by s3}'Ing the party returned to Palestine on MaJ'Ch 10 without incident.
Judge Alexander and Susan continued to live in the )Iallard House
and t.wo daughters, Barbara Alexander Eppner, born December 14, 1 57,
and died August II, 1941. and Sue Ale.'{ander, born December 10, 1859,
and Died December 12, 1873, were born to this marriage.

•

•

\Yilliam Ale.xander -

181-1-1872
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This house was the first home in Palestine to be marked by the
Daughters of American Re\'olution, when a stone marker was erected
in 1952.
Judge ''''illiam Ale.xander was born in Glasgow, Scotland, September
10, 1814, and came to New York with his parents in 1822. He obtained
a law degree from Yale and for a time practiced law at Tuskegee,
Alubama. and received a license to practice before the Alabama Supreme
Court, January 11, 1850.
Alexander arrived in Galveston late in the year 1850 and immediately
went on to Palestine and lived there until his death. On February 1, 1851,
he received his license to practice before the Supreme Court of Texas.
In 1860 he was appointed b)' GO\'ernor Sam Houston, Chief Justice
of Anderson County and served in this capacity until 1865. Alexander
joined the Presbyterian Church September 11, 1853, and became a
de\'out member. He helped establish the first public school in Palestine
and served on the first school board. He worked to obtain the bond
issue by which the International and Great Northern Railroad was induced to come into Palestine.
William Ale.xander died January 11, 1872. The state medallion grave
marker was the first marker awarded in Anderson County to an early
settler. He is buried in the Old Palestine Cemetery.
Two members of the East Texas Historical Association have received
promotions. Dr. P. B. Williams, head of the history department at
Lamar State College of Technology, ",ill become on September 1, Dean
of the School of Liberal Arts. Dr. Ralph A. Wooster, Lamar State College of Technology history professor, who has written extensively, including several articles that have been published in the East Texas
Historical Journnl has been promoted to t.he position as head of the
history department.
The Board of Directors of the East Te.xas Historical Assoc.iation, at
a July, 1966, meeting, adopted an official seal for the Association.
This seal will appear on the back cover of the Journal and on the
Association letterheads and envelopes,
The Smith County Historical Society is publishing Dougla.B's Texas
BatteTl/ CSA, edited by Lucia Rutherford Douglas. This book tells the
story of "The History of Texas' most famous ConCederate artillery unit
told Cor the first time in the words of its commander," Only 1,000
copies will be printed, and each copy will be numbered.
The pre-publication price will be $6.40 postpaid and including the tax.
Checks may be made payable to the Smith County Historical Society
and mailed to Miss Mary K. Haynes, 918 Camellia, Tyler, Texas 76701.
The Monte Verdi Mansjon House has passed from the ownersrup
oC the Devereaux family and changed hands numerous times. ]n 1958
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the house was O\\"Tled by J. J. Sinclair of :\Iinden and had been unoccupiffi fOT a number of years and by 1959 was almost a complete
loss. The dilapidated house came to the attention of .\Iayor and :Mrs.
Emmett Lowery of Texas City who bought :'otonte Verdi and began

•

.\1onte Verdi Restored, 1961

)lonte Verdi Before Restorntion
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its restoration in 1959 and had completely restored the house by 1961,
When one visits Monte Verdi it is not difficult to understand why
Julien De\'ereaux chose the site for his home, As Dorman Winfrey writes:
The hill is beautiful and views from it in all directions are breathtaking. In one direction there is the distant haze of the Angelina
River bottoms; in another direction one can see Henderson, some
twent)1 miles away. From the Monte Verdi :\Iansion House the view
in all directions, including some of the most striking parts of Rusk
County, is one of supreme beauty at any time of the year.
Professor Ralph A. Wooster, program chairman for the 1966 annual
meeting of the East Texas Historical Association, has arranged a tour
of ~lonte Verdi Plantation immediately following the end of the afternoon
program.
lIn an earlier issue of the East Texas Historical Journal, the statement was made that only two Revolutionary soldiers were buried in Te.xas.

2Palestine Daily Visitor :\larch 9, 1925.

